
 1

Old Geelong Football Club: 50 Years  1954-2004 
        General WebNotes  2004 No 4  (Feb 19)  www.oldgeelong.com.au 
 

From Feb 20 afternoon, these notes can be accessed in colour on the Club’s website.  
 
AROUND THE CLUB 
Training 
Most of you will be aware that Wednesday evening training has been changed to Thursday evenings to allow 
extra recovery time between sessions. The nights are now Monday and Thursday evenings – Menzies 
Reserve , cnr Toorak Road and Elizabeth Street, Malvern. It’s a little bit out of the way for some coming 
from the other side of town, and we thank you for your patience – the return to Como Park at the start of 
April will doubtless be welcomed by many. Numbers are holding well at about 35 and it’s been good to see a 
healthy number of new faces.  In the next week or so the Social Committee will be putting on a bit, or is that 
a bite, to eat and drink after training on the Thursday nights.  
 
Contact email address for this publication (or We Were wrong, 1): 
Last edition we managed to mis-spell the email address of this publication in not one but two places. 
Whether that made a great deal of difference, indeed any difference, to our massive Army of Frequent 
Contributors is a moot point, but it could not have helped.  This time, it is set out correctly at the end of this 
week’s edition, and we apologise for any inconvenience caused. 
 
Change of address – thank you to Greg Allen and Matt Goldsworthy for supplying changes of address 
for a number of Club members: we are starting to make some progress in this direction. 
 
Changing your email address.  (Eat your heart out, Monty Python.)  
There are three emailing lists connected loosely with the Club: 

1) The list that the Editor attempts to maintain as part of the Club’s general data base; 
2) The list which Reserves Coach Benn Dunn has set up so he can email players items of importance 

from his point of view; 
3) The OGSNET list connected with the Club’s Website which is, sometimes, used for the 

dissemination of useful information. 
 
List (1) is maintained by the Editor. 
List (2):  Ben normally obtains this from various sources, mainly the Editor. 
List (3) can only be accessed, joined or changed directly by you, the people reading these notes, by going 
into the web or by contacting our webmaster, Roly Imhoff on roly@banhoff.net. (If you are doing this, 
please advise the Club of the change at the same time because systems (1) and (3) are completely separate.) 
 
Anyone seeking clarification in not more than 20,000 words can email the Editor. 
 
Trainers/Physios 
It appears that those doing the job last year, having completed their courses, have moved on to other places 
and locations. Depending on whose emails you read we could be making some progress in securing 
replacements, but if anyone reading these notes can suggest someone suitable, we should be pleased to hear 
from you. 
 
Practice Matches 
Not much change to previous advice from earlier webnotes that there will be matches on the weekend of 
March 20th/21st March (hopefully the Saturday) - a one-game, six-quarter affair vs Geelong Amateurs  
somewhere at Geelong, 27/28 March vs Yarra Valley Old Boys somewhere away, and 3 or 4 April against 
Bulleen Templestowe - location to be determined. Discerning readers will deduce from this that the 
availability of grounds is a major problem at this time of the year, and additional details will be supplied as 
soon as they become available. 
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SOCIAL COMMITTEE AND FUNCTIONS 
1) A note from the Social Committee.  “As we gear up for season 2004 (the OGS 50th Anniversary year) we 
look for new and old faces to join/re-join the Social Committee.  As a committee member your main role 
will be to promote and improve the functions we hold. The Social Committee is aiming to build upon last 
year’s efforts and make this year the biggest we have seen at Club Como.  With the input of social committee 
members (and others) the Club aims to provide a social environment where all players and friends (girls, 
parents included) are comfortable. 
 
“Last year’s Social Committee was: Mark Avery, Tom Betts, Charlie Fairbairn, Charlie Atkins, Jono 
Malpas, Sam Cole, Camilla Kimberley, Fi DeCrespigny, Charlote Coote, Eliza Bartholomew, Lachie 
Stevens and Van Wilder. 
 
“This year we have pencilled in the following functions: 
1)) Season Launch at the Arcadia Hotel in mid/late March 
2) 24th April at Como.  First of our 50-years celebrations , GGS will play GC prior to the OGS Seniors 
playing Williamstown.  Club Como will be pumping that day. 
3) Pivot Club Lunch at Como on 8th May. 
4) End May - informal function yet to be confirmed. 
5) 19th June , 50th Anniversary function Crown Palladium (see next section). 
6) 24th July, Ladies Lunch (at lunchtime) plus “Miss OGS”  (in the evening).  
7) 12 September: Presentation Day and Reverse Raffle  on the Sunday following the Grand Final.” 
 
Anyone keen to join the Social Committee, and to work accordingly, can contact Mark Avery or Lachie 
Stevens  on mark.avery@macquarie.com or stevensl@louisdreyfus.com.au respectively. 
 
There may also be a golf day, although it is understood that there is some haggling going on over an 
appearance fee!. 
 
50 Year function 19 June Crown Palladium. 
We continue to urge everyone reading these notes to keep this date free, and to advise anyone you come 
across who has, or has had had, a connection with the Club to do likewise. (I have run into eight past players 
in the last week, none of whom even knew anything about the Club website, and have advised them 
accordingly – Ed. And Former President Garth Manton has already set about tracking down and contacting 
as many players as he can find from the original 1954 teams.) There is a major meeting taking place next 
Wednesday to finalise the format of the evening, and also to establish Decade or 5-Year group leaders for the 
50 completed years of the Club. If any past players, officials etc reading these notes would be interested in 
undertaking such a role, you can e-mail this publication accordingly (due to lack of congestion on the line 
you will probably get straight through). Further details next week. 
 
It is currently proposed to announce a Team of the Half Century at this function, a comparative exercise 
fraught with difficulty, perhaps even danger. We would be interested to receive thoughts as to what the 
qualifications for selection should be (minium number of games, seasons etc). 
 
The Club’s AFL football tipping competition will be making a re-appearance this season – further details in 
a few weeks’ time: like everything else about 2004 we want it to be bigger and better than ever. 
 
FROM HERE AND THERE 
We were wrong (2): Last Edition, under Year 1969, reported on the Reserves’ achievements of Jim 
Kilpatrick The Elder and Andrew De Crespigny.  The achievements were there OK, but they were in 1970 
– a page of an old Newsletter had been filed in the incorrect place. 
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This week’s update on Davo’s Pie Shop?  (See, and following on from, previous 37 editions of the 
webnotes.) (Jesters, 55 Swanston Street Melbourne , corner Swanston and Flinders Lane). It’s all been 
finished, completed, started, opened; gone from a shambles to something pretty impressive in just a few 
days.  

Before 
 
Yes, the grand opening has already 
taken place and we missed it.  
However, all is not lost, because we        and after  
understand there is a special deal for OGFC members.   
It could be a free pie for every 100 purchased, it might be even more generous. You’ll just have to get down 
there, and speak to the Manageress who is LoAn Tran (known to those who ate at Como on Thursday 
evenings last year) and she’ll explain what’s on offer. In addition, our resident food taster, who works for 
one of our largest financial institutions, has also been along to check things out: 

“Gents - I have just been down to Jesters Pies, and Davo and Lo An prepared a sample pack for me and my 
PA (PA is really-special business jargon for Personal Assistant –Ed.), so we could determine if we wanted 
to use the pies at our functions. They are top-notch and I recommend you go down there some time and order 
up. Davo said he would do a deal for Oggers: buy a pie and a drink and get a second pie free. This is good 

news for the OGS also as Jesters will be sponsoring the 
Club this year - very tasty after game-day!!”  

On a more serious note, we are delighted to confirm that 
Jester’s will be a sponsor of the OGFC this year, and we 
do urge Club members to support the shop when and 
wherever possible.  (And for those concerned about their 
waistline - Dale? Greig? Russell? - we can advise that 
most of the product is a great array of low-fat, healthy 
pies.) There’s none of the 1000 calories, and 25 grams of 
saturated animal fat,per bite associated with some pies, 
and everything is cooked for you on the spot. 

We went down there yesterday, and whipped off a few 
photos, after having first to push the crowds out of the 
way: in the space of just a few minutes it was amazing the 

number of people who just dropped in. 
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 Davo and LoAn 

Peter Winter (32 games in 1970s, Club Secretary 1977/8/9) 
and Brendan Smith (14 games 1988-90) 

We congratulate former player, James Taylor (Best and Fairest 1994, and 80 games 1992-99) on his recent 
marriage at Torquay to Melissa Baranski.  Former OGFC players featured strongly on the day, with James 
Wilson a groomsman, Leith Morrison the Best Man, and Mark “99-games” Robson doing a reading at the 
service.   Matty "Golden Hands" Wilson was also in attendance, along with Duncan Eley, Richard Liley, 
Paul (Fridge) Herman (who is married to James’ sister) and his clan.  (Bloody hell, what would we give to 
have all those players in their prime back on the track for OGS! – Ed) 

On the subject of changes of address mentioned earlier, we understand that Messrs Jamie Bell, Charlie 
Fairbairn and Greg Allen will this year be sharing a refined residence in Rowena Parade, Richmond. This 
is a street which has housed a fair number of OGFC members over the years for varying periods, so it’s good 
to know that at least some of the houses are apparently still standing. 
 
The times they are a-changing: believe it or not, if you see someone in the city these days in a suit who looks 
like Jimmy Paul, it is just possible it is Jimmy Paul.  Seems he’s just started working for one of the world’s 
largest accountancy firms.  
 
With at least two appearances at training so far we can only report that Sam McMahon is putting in his 
biggest ever pre-season for the Club. 
 
From the Overseas Desk (we take contributions from anywhere.- Ed.) 
"Hello, hello, it's the Mott (Andrew Mottram – Ed.) checking in from London town where it's currently 
about 4?C and not a ray of sunshine in the sky, just beautiful. Am currently temping for Standard Chartered 
during their Year End so it's been 8-8 sort of stuff, craaaaaazy, but the pay is pretty good. At the moment I'm 
still staying with friends in Reading but will be moving to London within the next week, as commuting from 
Reading is just getting a bit tiresome (almost two hours one way), not to mention expensive, £20 a day.  I've 
caught up with Bayney (Nick Bayne  – Ed) a couple of times in London. He has been working hard as well to 
try and save up enough money to continue travelling. The rent I'll be paying over here will be around the 
£100-120 mark a week (not including any bills), which is absolutely unbelievable, so I could be on the street 
begging for copper coins before too long (they still have them over here). Timms  at the Oggery, well blow 
me down, do you have a paramedic on standby for the big fella during training?" 
 
By way of explanation on the last point, returning to the Club after an absence of some years is Alastair 
Timms , and judging from his rate of movement at training, the intervening period may not have been spent 
in other sports at an elite level. He is working for Shadowfax Winery in Werribee and as part of his duties he 
is required to taste-test the wines on a daily basis.  “Not sure what this is doing for his fitness either.” (At 
least you are there, Timsie) 
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Not yet making it to training is one Henry Legoe :  Big Henry is still overseas at the moment and we had 
hoped for an update on him to put in the notes - but he just doesn't seem to know what e-mailing is!!  
(Perhaps he’s written and posted a letter, sea-mail. – Ed) He is working at Vale in the US, driving tourists to 
and from the ski fields.  In return he is getting free ski hire, lift tickets and "Free Subway" meals when he 
drops the tourists off at Subway stores!  Thus we are sure he will be returning to Australia a lot unfitter (and 
a lot fatter) than what he was when he left (if that is possible!!).  He returns in mid-March, just in time for the 
third week of uni – let’s hope missing the first two weeks doesn't lead to deja vu and have him failing every 
subject in a semester!!! 
 
Meanwhile elder brother Jim Legoe continues to lead a staid and boring life with one of Melbourne’s most 
staid financial institutions, whilst admittedly having a financial bit on the side:  “You may also want to put in 
an update about these stupid greyhounds I and a couple of others (Matty Walker who plays cricket at South 
Yarra and occasionally football for OGS’ Club 18, and Tim Daniel who played eight or so games with the 
Clubbies last year) have bought in a syndicate. They (presumably the greyhounds – Ed) already need a bullet 
I think.  Furious Mullet ran at Horsham last Wednesday and despite the trainer telling us over and over again 
that "She is bursting out of her skin at the moment" and "she is quick out of the blocks - you can't teach that", 
the stupid mut went straight to eighth position and couldn't get thru the others around the turn and remained 
in last position till it passed the post.  As for our other dog that was racing, well She’s Presenting is having a 
month-long spell after making a shaky return in her first race back from a cracked fibula!  Let’s just hope the 
other five pups grow up to race better than the ones running around at the moment!!!” 
 
Lachie Stevens  will be spending most of March in Argentina and Brazil on work. It is rumoured that the 
organizers of Rio’s Carnivale have asked him to provide them with some fresh ideas, based on the huge 
successes of the Miss OGS competitions of recent years. 
 
Somebody left a 44-gallon drum of industrial strength bleach in the rooms after training on Monday: if it’s 
yours, Charlie Atkins , please don’t forget to take it this week. 
 
======================================================================= 
 
PLAYER/OFFICIAL PROFILE  -  JOHN MANTON (Club President) 
Name : John Manton        Also known as: Jack, Mants                     
Age: 40             Went to: GGS       Occupation:  Events Manager at Harry the Hirer 
Lives in: East Malvern   
Married/attached/available/desperate: Married to Kate, three children, Edward, George & Harry 
Career with OGS: 2 games in 1980; 96 games - 1990-1996. 98 games all up (This was preceded by an 
extensive AFL – then called the VFL - career with the Richmond Football Club - Ed.) 
Awards/Positions at OGS (if any): Lemon can fill this out.  (Thank you. Runner Up to Club Best and 
Fairest 1990; Club Best and Fairest 1992; E Section Grade Best and Fairest 1992; Vice-Captain Victorian 
and Australian Amateur Football Teams, 1991; Club Best and Fairest 1995 or 6; President OGFC 2002/3/4 
There could be others.)   
Best players seen at OGS:  Decline to answer 
Preferred playing position: Ruck 
Perceived football strengths: Marking 
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weaknesses: Anything below the knees 

 
Highlight of Career: 1990 OGS flag (left) 
Favourites: 
  Food: Chops, mash and peas                                              
  Music: The boys are into Offspring at he moment. So that’s it             
for me. 
  Place: Mooloolaba, QLD 
  Film: Johnny English (boys again) 
  Fantasy: To play with the OGS again.  (It would only take two 
games – Ed, and the Ressies might appreciate some mature 
leadership.) 
Restaurant/pub etc: Can’t beat PA’s 
League Club followed: Whatever is on at the MCG. 

Other major interests/hobbies/achievements: Love surfing. Don’t get to do it much. 
If I were stranded on a desert island, the five things I would take with me are: 
1. Kate 
2. Edward 
3. George 
4. Harry 
5. Ralphie (the dog)  (Presumably that’s the same reprehensible Ralphie who lifted his leg all over my open 
tog-bag and its contents last year one night after training; if so, you are more than welcome to take him - 
Ed.) 
If I could have any job in the world it would be: Teaching surfing at Byron Bay 
As a child I really wanted to be (when I grew up): Professional athlete 
What makes me cringe/angry is: Society becoming softer and softer every year. 
General Comment about how you see the Club: The Club is building a solid foundation preparing us to go 
up the grades. 
    Its strong points: The people involved (Committee and players) 
    Needs to improve/change: Increase off-field support 
======================================================================= 
Thank you to the following who made contributions this week: Mark Avery, Jim Legoe, David Mims, John Manton (reluctantly), 
Lachie Stevens. 
 
To contact these Webnotes;  peter@peregrineadventures.com 


